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Purpose of the Manual
If you are looking to use this manual it is likely that a decision has been taken to actively
monitor injury challenges in your community and to begin focusing on the prevention of
injuries.
Monitoring and preventing injuries begins with collecting injury data. The Aboriginal

Community Centered Injury Surveillance System (ACCISS) is a tool your community can
use to understand and monitor injuries specific to your community.
The overall purpose of the manual is to support you with information that will help you to use
the system.

How the Manual is Organized
•
•

The manual has a total of 5 stand alone modules.
Each module is intended to address basic information needs relative to key activities.
Module 1: Introduction to ACCISS
Module 2: Getting Ready to do Injury Surveillance
Module 3: Installing Your Software and File System
Module 4: Data Collection and Data Entry
Module 5: Data Analysis and Report Generation

Module 1 – Introduction to ACCISS will:
•

Define injury surveillance.

•

Explain key benefits of collecting injury data.

•

Describe the 4 key activities of injury surveillance.

•

Provide background information about the development of ACCISS.

•

Outline the key characteristics of ACCISS

•

Explain the components of ACCISS
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Resources

RESOURCE #1: Information Pamphlet
COMMUNITY- BASED INJURY SURVEILLANCE Keeping Track: Looking at Injuries and How They Can
Be Prevented. This communication tool explains what injury surveillance is and how it can be used, and its
importance as a prevention tool. A full size copy of the brochure is available for printing from the ACCISS
manual CD.

RESOURCE #2: Glossary of Terms
The glossary of terms provides a quick reference that explains terms and their meaning.

Introduction to ACCISS- Page 5 of 13

ACCISS User Manual – Module 1 of 5

What is community-centered injury surveillance?
Injury surveillance is a process that collects information about injury events or accidents. It is
an ‘information gathering system’ that helps to identify:
•

WHO is getting injured

•

WHEN injuries are happening

•

WHERE injuries are taking place

•

WHAT factors are contributing to injury events and

•

HOW and WHY injuries are happening

Community-centered injury surveillance simply means the information is intended for the
benefit and well-being of your community. Information about your community is gathered by
your community for your community to use.

What are the key benefits of injury surveillance?
Injury surveillance can help your community take action on injuries by helping you to identify
and understand injuries impacting your community. This knowledge and understanding can
then be used to guide your injury prevention activities.
Several specific benefits are being able to:
•

look at injury problems in an objective way

•

identify your community’s injury priorities

•

monitor and evaluate your prevention efforts

•

prepare funding proposals based on community-specific facts and figures

What is the Aboriginal Community-Centered Injury Surveillance System (ACCISS) and
why was it developed?
Over a decade ago, reserve-based First Nations and Inuit communities identified a need to
have injury data specific to their community’s population. At that time most First Nations and
Inuit communities had little or no injury data that could be considered relevant, accurate or
timely. In response to this need (ACCISS) was developed to meet the specific needs of
Aboriginal communities.
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Who developed the system?
The system was developed through a national consultation process involving First Nations and
Inuit community-based practitioners, administrators, service providers and data experts. The
initiative was supported by the First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Health Canada. The
consultation process led to the development of a data collection tool which was then pilot
tested by First Nations communities in Alberta and Saskatchewan.

Who is using ACCISS?
Communities using the system are communities that have gone through an assessment of
their data sources. This involves looking at what data exists for the community and its
availability, relevance, completeness and usefulness. Generally, communities that are using
ACCISS are doing so because currently available data is insufficient to meet their information
needs related to injury.

What exactly does injury surveillance involve?
Injury surveillance involves four inter-connected activities. Using the ACCISS model these
activities are described and illustrated on (page-8).
•

The first activity involves COLLECTING the information needed.

•

The second activity involves ANALYSING the information by looking at injury patterns
such as injuries by age groups, types of injuries, and time and location of where injuries
are happening.

•

The third activity involves INTERPRETING the causes of injury and understanding how
and why injuries are occurring.

•

The fourth activity involves SHARING and USING the information with your community
to raise awareness and to promote knowledge development and community action. This
step is most important in using and guiding community action.
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INJURY SURVEILLANCE
Involves 4 key inter-connected activities

Getting information to the people helps
increase awareness and promote
knowledge and community action.
Sharing and using information by
using FACT sheets, messages in
newsletters, flyers and
SHARING and USING
communicating through
meetings, radio and TV can
bring people together to develop
solutions.

COLLECTING

Collecting the data with the
data collection tool is the first
step to knowing WHO is
being injured, WHEN
injuries are happening,
WHERE injuries are
occurring, and HOW
the injury events
happened.

COMMUNITY
CENTERED

Interpreting the causes of injury
and understanding WHY they are
happening. Looking closer at
injury patterns and knowing who
is most affected and HOW injuries
are happening are key to
preventing injuries.

INTERPRETING
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ANALYZING

Analysing the
information by
looking at injury patterns
by age groups, types of
injuries, time and location of
injury events.
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What are the basic characteristics of ACCISS?
It is community-centered.
This means that whether injury data is collected in the community or outside of the
community, the data collected is strictly under the direction and ownership of the
community.
The system uses a minimal dataset approach.
As the term suggests the collection of information is maintained at a minimal level. At the
same time this minimal information is considered to be very important and powerful in
understanding injury problems.
The data management process can be tailored.
Communities determine their own data management processes. Communities determine
who collects injury data, how confidentiality will be maintained and how the injury data and
reports will be used.
The system is BASED ON NO COST software.
Recognizing that resources can be an issue the system was specifically designed to work
using publicly available NO COST software.
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How does the ACCISS collect information?
The system works by collecting information on each injury event that occurs. Information is
recorded on each individual that has experienced an injury. An (one page/double sided) injury
surveillance form is completed for each injury case. The information on injury cases is
collected over a period of time and then compiled for data analysis and interpretation.

What are the basic Tools and Software used by ACCISS?
The basic tools and software of ACCISS are:
•

A (one page-double sided) injury surveillance form (pictured above)

•

Epi-Info software – which electronically organizes and compiles the information that you
have collected on your injury surveillance forms

•

A data entry database (where injury data is entered)

•

A data analysis program (which analyses the data you have entered into your computer
database)
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What is Epi-Info?

Epi-Info is a statistical software program, developed for public health practitioners, by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the United States. This software is
‘public domain’ software which means that it is available FREE of CHARGE. It is used
extensively around the world to monitor a range of health related issues.

Using the software requires 2 basic steps, the first step being to install Epi-Info on to your
computer and the second step being to import or ‘add’ the ACCISS software for data entry and
data analysis. Once these two steps are completed you are ready to use the electronic system.
Detailed instructions are outlined in Module 3: Installing Your Software and File System.

Introduction to ACCISS- Page 11 of 13

ACCISS User Manual – Module 1 of 5

Resource #1 – Information Pamphlet
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Glossary of Terms
ACCISS
An (Aboriginal Community-Centered Injury Surveillance System) developed through a
national consultation process involving First Nations and Inuit community-based practitioners
and service providers. The system uses injury software modules driven by Epi-Info software.
Community-centered injury surveillance
Focuses on collecting information for a specific community. This type of information focuses
on collecting information inside and outside the community and ensures the system is
managed by the community.
Data
Collection of information and facts.
Database
A collection of data consisting of a number of records containing information on a common
set of information elements.
Data management process
Specific tasks and activities that determine the routine by which data will be collected,
analyzed, reported and handled.
Data Source
The individual / organization that collects data on a regular basis.
Epi-Info
A statistical software program developed for public health practitioners by the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) in the United States.
Injury
Any specific and identifiable bodily impairment or damage resulting from acute exposure or
absence of energy sources.
Injury surveillance
Involves four inter-related activities involving the collection, analysis, interpretation and use
of injury information.
Injury surveillance form
A form used as a data collection tool to gather key information about injury events.
Minimal dataset approach
The minimal dataset approach focuses on collecting the most useful information possible
while keeping the data collection process at a minimal level.
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